USES FOR COMPOST

Compost contains nutrients, butisnota
substitute for fertilizers. Compost holds nutrients
in the soil until plants can use them, loosens and
aerates clay soils, and retains water in samly soils.
v SOIL AMENDING...Mix 2 to 5 inches of
compost into vegeial)le and flower gartlens each
year before planhng

v MULCHING...Spread an inch or two of
compost around annual flowers and vegetables,
and up to 6 inches around trees and shrubs.

Do not pile it against stems or trunks.

v/ POTTING MIX...Add one part compost to
two parts potting soil, or make your own mixture
with equa] parts compost and sand or per].ite.

v/ TOP DRESSING...Mix fine sifted compost -
with sand, and syri.nlde evenly over lawns,

TROUBLESHOOTING

SYMPTOMS | PROBLEMS | SOLUTIONS .

The compost | Not enough Thurn it; add

has a bad. air; pﬂe too | coarse dry’

odor wet materials such

as straw, corn
stalk, etc.

The center Not enough | Turn and

of the pile is water; too moisten

clry much woody materials; add
coarse fresh greén
material wastes

The pﬂe is Too small , Collect more

damp & warm | material and

in the middle mix the old

but nowhere ing‘re(lients

For information call the City of Eugene at

682-5542 or visit: www.eugenerecycles.org
or call Lane County Extension at 682-7320.

HOME

COMP OSTING
In Eugene

THE ESSENTIAL OF COMPOSTING

Thanks to simple decomposition, nature “recycies” plant w

- MATERIALS Anyt}nng tllat was ':

once a.]we will naturaﬂy decompose

Egg shells v

| Turniﬁg Garbage info Goltl . -

As much as 30 percent of tl'le waste sent to-

the Lane County landfill is made up of

organic materials. That's quite a burden on .

our landfill. And a waste of a usable

resource.

By composting at home, you can help
relieve th_at burden and put yom‘yatd and
garden waste back to work for tbe earth.

However, some organic wastes

’ shOuld,'not be composted.
DO COMPOST THESE ITEMS
 Grass c]xpplngs - Leaves
- Flowers e Chopped thgs
“ - Annual wieds Straw
Fruit and vegetables Woodash -
Coffee & tea filters Shredded paper
- Sawdust - o

DO NOT COMPOST THESE ITEMS

" Diseased plants. Dairy products
Weeds with seeds - Grease, cooking oil .
Invasive weeds like or oily foods B

quack grass and - Peanut butter ; ‘
morning glory "Meator fish
C}xarcoa] aslx o Pet fece‘s

Al orgamc materials contain car]:on and mtrogen in |
~varying ratios. Carbon in brown leaves and woody
" wastes prov:cles energy,’ while nitrogen in green grass'

and vegetalale scraps provules protein for cell

Jevelopment Albernatmg ]ayers of larown and g‘reen i

matena]s canbea usefu] ‘way to add materials to a
pl]e, buta complete mixing of 1ngred1ents is

- preferable for t]:e compostmg process RS

of clecaying organic .
~ matter. They are the flrst to Lreale
down plant tissue and also the most
numerous and effectwe ‘composters. Fungi and

- protozoans soon )om the laacterxa and somewhat L

later in the cyc]e, cenhpecles, mlnlpecles, l)eet]es ancl

Y worms flmsh what t}xe bacteria started.

: BIOLOGY Bactena start the ptocess -

vastes inta a rich soil additve called compost. Even the first-
time composter can make good quahry compost, Without getting too technical, here's 3 ren

fwhat's invoived.

SURFACE AREA The more

surface area the micro-organisms

’ & ~ have to work on, tl:e faster tlle -

materials are (lecomposes].

‘Clm‘ppmg wastes with a shovel or machete, or

using a clupper/ shredder or lawnmower to sl'u'ed

i materials will speetl composhng

VOLUME A 1arg‘e compost pl]e

will insulate 1tse]f trapping the ,

heat generate(l by microbial -
| activity. A3'Ly3'1>y3'p1]e1s ‘

»consulered the minimum size for bot, fast.
~ composting. Piles wnler or faner than 5 ft. don’t
. anqw 'enoug’ll airto reacl: the center of t]:e pile.

MOISTURE @AERATION
Most life on ea:rt}x nee(ls a -
certain amount of water ancl air

" to survive. T]Je microbes in the

l compost lnle function best when the matenals are ‘
‘as clamp as.a wrung-out. spong’e and have many o
‘air passages. Extremes of sun or rain can o

. adversely affect this moisture balance in your R
pile. The air in the pile is usually used up faster

“than the moisture, so the materials should be -

“turned” ‘or nnxécl occasmnally to add air that .

v w111 susta:ln luglx temperatu.res aml conttol o&or -

. TIME & TEMPERATURE
The Lotter the plle, the faster
“'the composting. The most eﬂlcxent ‘
; Jecomposmg bacteria thrive in . ’
temperatu.res between 110F and 160F. If you
achieve a goocl Lalance of carl)on and mttogen,
provlt]e lots of surface area mtl:un large volume
of matenal and maintain a&equate moisture aml o

aeration, tlxe temperature mﬂ rise over several

days.



. WHICH COMPOSTING METHOD IS RIGHT FOR YOU’

PR bl . _
. COMPOST HOLDING SYSTEMS

While bins are not techmcauy needed, they ’

]zeep plles neat and away from pests. Ho dmg
bins can be made f;—om wire mesfe

pallets or wood and wire. Many types of
manufactureal Izoldmg bins are avar/ab’e for
purclmse tlzrough garJen stores and cata’ogs

M Place the Lm ina convement location.
Sun or s}mde levels are not critical.

B Add debris to ]nn, and water as needed

~ to maintain proper moisture. Materials

- should be as Jamp asa wrung-out ‘
sponge.

M Harvest finished compost from t}xe
bottom or 1nsnle of the px]e once or
twice a year.

n Chopplng or shretldmg matenals, ,

' layermg a balance of lngll carbon and .

]'ngh-mtrogen materials, an& lzeepmg up - '

: gootl moisture and aeration will all
speetl the ptocess :

Visit Eugene’s Compost EJucat:on Ganlens .

The River House- 301 N. Aclam‘s St
The Grassroots Garden- 1465 Coburg Rd.
Call 682-5542 for workshop information.

mnl:l to the Cities of Seattle, Portland and San Francisco’s

Recycling pograml u{nd the ‘San Francx‘nlco League of Ur]:an .

or

&%y

City of Eugene/ Fel)ruary 2003
Building & Permit Services .
Solid Waste and Recycling Program

. 00W. 10‘ Ave., Eugene, OR 97401

. COMPOST TURNING SYSTEMS |

These are clesigned to make hot, fast_compost

piles. Hot piles require some effort, but the

" compost is typically of a higher qua]ity, ‘
because the luglx temperatures Lill weea seeds

and many'plént diseases. These systems are
most appropriate {or gardeners with a large
volume of yarJ waste and the desire to malze
a ]ug}x qua]lty compost.

A series of 2 or 3 bins can be maJe of wooJ
woocl am:I wire, pa”ets or masonry l)locles .
Plans are available for residents who call 682-

5542 ana[ request copies.

o Mlx alternating layers of brown (lnglx-
carl)on) and green (}ugl'x-mt:rogen)

materials.

. Dampen matenals untll t}ley feel 11128 : :

a wrung‘-out spongle.

@ Turn and mix the matenals into. tlle
next bin after the p:.le temperature
pea]as and (lrorps suLstanhaHy
(apprommahely 4-7 Jays)

o Dampen the materials if they feel clry
and add more l-ugh-nltrogen matenal
if heatmg' is not occurring. ~

@ Turn again after the temperature

peaks and begins to cool (4-7 (lays)
@ After the compost cools for a few
weelzs, it should be reatly to use.

v DIRECT LAND APPLICATION

This is the snnplest way to reiicle or?amc -
. materials at home. These me

ods o
compostnng use org'amc wastes i in t}len' o

. original torm.

- GRASSCY CLING saves time’ spent Lag mg

anJ can re(luce amlual ze,.' 1ne S.
¥ Mow often, leavlng cl:pilngs on the

lawn Never cut more

grass length

MULCHING enriches the sml suppresses
weer, conserves mmsture, an(l protects

plants from the cold. - v
V¥ Use grass cl:pplngs, leaves, straw,

manure, sawdust Lar]a and woocl & is :
er

~_ as mulch around trees, }J.rul)s an«l
~ plantings.
V' In annual and vegetable g‘art]ens, use
. only non-woody mulches t' , grass
chppmgs and leaves) t}xat ealz down
quickly. ‘
SOIL INCORPORATION means simply

’ ‘ourynxg orgamc matenals nglat mto tlme goll . o

V Grass c]xppxngs, leaves and soft garclen N
" wastes can be tilled cln-ectly into garclen o

beds..

Y To bury vegetable and fruit scraps, dig a ki 8

hole, chop and mix scraps in with the
" soil and cover with at least 8 inches of

soil. If desired, use as garden space the .

' - next year.

an 1/3 of tl'xe ‘ /‘

% VERMICULTURE SYSTEMS

Worm bins are ideally suited for individuals
ﬁvitlmut i'oom for outdoor composi lnns o
Using populations of redworms to make
compost from vegetal)le and fruit scraps 1s

easy. "Wormms can eat up to half their ])o:ly .
’ Welg}lt in food scraps every clay and produce a

humus rich casting as a waste product.-

o % Plastic storage bins with a tight flthng e
lid make ideal worm bins. Drill lxoles in

the ]1(1 for air cirenlation purposes.
'Drain holes may be requn‘exl if excess
moisture tlevelops

% Fill your worm bin wxl'la moist ]:eddmgs
_brown leaves, s}lreclcle(l newspaper or -

) cartu)oartl straw or peat moss. Adda

' pouncl or more of redworms (from a.
compost pzle or worm supp ller)

% Rotate the burial of fruit and veg'etal:le
waste t}xroughout the bin. :

% Every 6 to 8 months push t]ne old

. bedding a:ml ciécomposingi scraps-to one . -

side of the bin, rebed the empty sule; antl
start Imry—mg foocl wastes i in the fresh

* A]]ow composted wastes to cure fora
‘month before l-xarvestmg‘

% For mformahon, refer to Worms Eat My
Garbage by Mary Appelbof (available at =
the pul)lm l:Lrary and some ganlen L
stores) R



